BLOCKMARKS   AND   BALKAN   MARKETS
Hungary, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Rumania — that they should
leave the International Commission and form, with her, a 'purely
Danubian Commission5. This meant that England and France
would have their seats on it deftly taken from beneath them, that
in effect a 'purely German Commission' would reign on the
Danube, since the small Danubian states, with Germany at the
head of the table, would have no other function than to sign their
names on the dotted line. At that time Czechoslovakia, besieged
but unsubdued, refused, and that let out the other Danubian
states, which much preferred the International Commission,
Came Munich, and they can refuse no longer.
In the background looms that other gigantic scheme, which
defeated Charlemagne and Napoleon but which the Hitlerist
Reich is quickly accomplishing — the Rhine-Danube canal.
Germany will be master of a great waterway reaching from the
North Sea to the Black Sea.
Already the note of authority may be heard in Germany's
injunctions to the Danubian states. In the summer of 1938
England, in the usual belated effort to catch the disappearing bus,
set up the usual committee to study means of increasing trade
with the Danubian and Balkan states. In all the Danubian and
Balkan capitals German Ministers appeared at the Foreign Offices
and stated trenchantly that any ostentatious diversion of trade to
England would be considered an unfriendly act towards Germany.
Nothing more was heard of the committee. In London, by the
autumn, the official voice was proclaiming benignly that England
had no wish to bolt the deor against German trade in Danubian
Europe, t
Bolt the door? Just you try bolting that door. Of all the
fatuous phrases. This is the kind of talk with which the great
British public is continually and continually bamboozled. How
can you bolt the Danubian door against a country which already
holds half or more than half of Danubian trade in its hands? The
point is, that you should try to prevent the door from being bolted
against yourself, that you should try and keep what little trade
you have there, that you should not allow yourself to be quite
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